
N
ot that w

e have any illusions that it w
ould m

ake any difference to those of a certain m
indset, but

our goal in exam
ining the Y

azoo B
ackw

ater P
um

p project, at least as it applies to S
harkey and

Issaquena counties, is neither to benefit nor obstruct the advancem
ent of that project.

D
espite som

e rather absurd already voiced contentions to the contrary, our “agenda” is not a terri-
bly com

plicated one—
it’s just to see if w

e can’t find out the truth. C
all us old fashioned, but that w

ay, it
seem

s to us, w
e m

ight be able to have an honest and intelligent debate on a public policy issue—
not on

propaganda or on hyperbole, but on facts.
If the Y

azoo B
ackw

ater P
um

p project—
w

hich has been on the table for 60 years,  and w
hich only

represents, at m
inim

um
, a $231 m

illion investm
ent over the next 50 years—

is one that is w
orth doing,

then for heaven’s sake, let’s do it.
B

ut let’s not fool either ourselves or anybody else that w
hat has alw

ays been a project proposed as
one to protect against backw

ater flooding of agricultural land and enhance agricultural production
has

suddenly turned into one w
hich w

ould protect old ladies and babies from
 flooding in their hom

es every
year.B

ecause at least in S
harkey and Issaquena counties, that sim

ply isn’t so. A
nd w

e know
 it. O

ur expe-
rience tells us so and our com

m
on sense tells us so. B

ackw
ater flooding isn’t flash flooding. P

eople here,
at least, aren’t trapped and threatened by the kinds of rapidly rising floodw

aters w
hich take lives.

P
eople flooding is a lot stronger argum

ent than soybean land flooding to m
ake to people w

ho m
ight

not have a dog in the fight. B
ut one has to subscribe to a philosophy of “the end justifies the m

eans” to
sanction the proliferation of w

hat am
ounts to—

and w
e’re being kind here—

a m
isrepresentation of the

facts, as far as our tw
o counties are concerned.

S
orry, but w

e’re not that cynical, yet.
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